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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-297
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Ethics Commission
Date of Introduction: May 15, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: May 15, 2014
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 602 – Jacksonville Ethics Code – to provide for a suspension of lobbying privileges for up to 1 year for any person who knowingly and willfully commits 2 or more violations of the code’s lobbying regulations. A new Part 11 – Civil Fines – is created that authorizes the City’s Ethics Commission to issue a public reprimand and/or to levy civil fines of up to $500 for violations of any part of the Ethics Code. The amendment also provides that the Ethics Commission may request the City Council to rescind or declare null and void any contract, grant, subsidy, license, permit, franchise, use, certificate development order or other benefit issued as a result of a violation of the Ethics Code. The bill provides that the Ethics Commission may refer violations of the Ethics Code to the State Attorney for prosecution as a municipal code violation and designates the Ethics Commission as the oversight agency for the enforcement of the new provisions.
Background Information: 
Policy Impact Area: Ethics Code enforcement
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; authorizes civil fines of up to $500 per violation of the Ethics Code.
Analyst: Clements
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